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Dear Friends,

At President Lincoln’s Cottage, we value curiosity. Asking difficult
questions and seeking answers, however murky, in search of
glimmers of truth is what informs our Cottage tours specifically, our
programming broadly, and of course, our podcast Q&Abe. 

2022 began with some important questions: “How can we turn this
hidden gem, this national treasure, into something less hidden and
more iconic? How can we engage more people with the true spirit
of the Lincolns? How do we best serve our surrounding
community? And how do we  build empathy and connection
through the stories we tell?”

To help us explore these questions, we brought on arts and culture
consultancy group, Morris Hargreaves McIntyre, whose team
worked hand-in-hand with ours, listening, advising, responding,
refining. Together we reflected on the elements that makes this
place so special and the role we want to play as a historic site over
the next five years and beyond. 

As part of this process, we expanded our mission in the spirit of
inclusion and transparency and created a new strategic framework
to guide our work.

I am proud to share our refined mission with you:

“President Lincoln’s Cottage works to preserve
this place to connect people to the true spirit of
the Lincolns, build empathy, and inspire them to
act upon their own ideas for social justice.” 

With this mission in mind, 2022 was a year of maturation as shown
by the successes documented in this report. We continue look to
the future, fueled by abiding curiosity and a belief that this
“inestimable jewel” is worth fighting for.
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DIRECTOR'S LETTER

M I C H A E L  A T W O O D  M A S O N
CEO & Executive Director



Received outstanding recognition in the field, including a History in
Progress award from the American Association for State and Local History
for our special exhibit Reflections on Grief and Child Loss. With this award,
we join a small group of organizations to receive this special recognition
for projects that are highly inspirational, exhibit exceptional scholarship,
or are exceedingly entrepreneurial.

Offered fun, creative, and insightful programming. Both Bourbon &
Bluegrass and Homecoming set all-time records for attendance in 2022!
We were proud to collaborate with the Smithsonian’s National Museum of
African Art and Howard University in preparation for our special
installation, Create to Free Yourselves by Georges Adéagbo.

Conducted critical preservation work. With the initial restoration of the
Cottage seventeen years behind us, our director of preservation has been
hard at work making necessary repairs both inside and out. These include
restoring the veranda and south balcony, and masonry repairs to keep
the 181-year-old structure sound.

Brought people together to consider big ideas in the spirit of
Abraham Lincoln. March 2022 was our busiest to date, where we
welcomed more than 3,000 school children onsite for tours and
educational programming.

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your support of this unique National Monument, which
continues teach us the power of reflection, the importance of self-
improvement, and the triumph of hope.
 
With your support during 2022, the Cottage:

Often called a “hidden gem”, the Cottage is breaking out and bringing this
special place to more people than ever before. As you’ll see later in this
report, we had an 206% increase in articles mentioning the Cottage, with
prominent features in Washingtonian, The Washington Post, NBC, Fox5 News,
CBS, WETA, and C-SPAN. 

Plus, season four of our podcast, Q&Abe, reached audiences across the globe
and tackled real visitor questions, including: “Was Lincoln Racist?”, “Where’s
all the furniture?” and, “Did Lincoln Ever Play Basketball?”

Lincoln’s legacy, like the work of the Cottage, is still unfolding. There are
many more questions to be asked, stories to be told, and people to be
comforted and inspired. 

We look forward to seeing the Cottage reach new heights in the years to
come, inspired, as ever, by our greatest president. 

Sincerely,
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COTTAGE KUDOS

"This is an excellent and meaningful exhibit. Exploring the experiences of
grief, of which the Lincoln family had much, and the power of nature and

peace to sustain someone through such extraordinary times."           
  -Visitor to our exhibit, Reflections on Grief and Child Loss

"What a a treasure the Cottage is." 
-Cottage admirer

"This visit opened my eyes to what historic homes can do for their
communities, and has made me more interested in working in one." 

-Student visitor 

"We heard from so many out-of-town guests how special and unique this
venue was, and how much they appreciated its cultural significance."

 -Special events  client

"Great blending of voices to talk about history,
documentation, and how this type of research is both

performed and re-evaluated." 
-Q&Abe listener

"[President Lincoln's Cottage] goes above and
beyond to support community events."   

-Stakeholder

Reflections from our friends and visitors

President Lincoln's Cottage was voted "Best
Museum Off the Mall" for the 

fifth year running in City Paper's 
Best of DC Reader Poll. 



Thank you to everyone who voted!



206 Percent increase in stories across national media
outlets including The Washington Post,
Washingtonian,  CBS, C-SPAN, WETA, and NBC

ILLUMINATING A HIDDEN GEM
We are working to expand our impact each day.

10 Museums across the country who shared art
related to grief in our October
#ReflectionsonLoss campaign on social media

Dollars worth of free advertising leveraged through our
Google Ad Grant58,000

Visit lincolncottage.org/news to check out our
features in Smithsonian Magazine, Washingtonian,

The Washington Post, and more.



B U I L D I N G  E M P A T H Y
&  C O M M U N I T Y  

History in Progress award for
our special exhibit, Reflections
on Grief and Child Loss

1

237 People who attended our
Lincoln Ideas Forum on grief
and loss and expanded the
cultural dialogue on the
subject of bereavement

150 Students who danced the
Wobble at our Ride the Verse
Poetry Slam put on by
Theodore Roosevelt High
School

Neighbors who voted for
Inside Out for our final free
movie night on the South
Lawn of the Cottage

431

219 Washingtonians who
remembered the fallen at
our Memorial Day program

Our community programs bring people together to 
celebrate the fullness of the human experience.

188 People who honored Lincoln's
famous sense of humor by
laughing along at our Comedy
Nights with DC Improv

Music lovers who graced the
South Lawn to listen to
Driftwood and other talent at
a record-breaking Bourbon &
Bluegrass

1,208



P U R S U I N G  T H E
' U N F I N I S H E D  W O R K '

11

1,800 History students whose
learning was guided by our
2022 teacher workshops

37

Countries of origin
represented in a Youth
Naturalization Ceremony

52 Activists who attended our
Moms Demand Action program
to combat gun violence

Our special programs delve into issues faced by Lincoln, the
legacy of his decisions, and our civic responsibilities today. 

School groups who learned
about leadership, justice, and
problem solving in our virtual
and in-person education
programs

119

Countries with truth-seekers
who listened to our Q&Abe
podcast

Podcast listeners who tuned
in to discussions of Lincoln's
views on race in our "Was
Lincoln a Racist?" episode
and the accompanying bonus
episode

687

"[The tour] brought Lincoln alive, as a president facing
the horror of a civil war, as a father who lost two sons,
and as a truly decent man who welcomed strangers at

all hours of the day and night, and a fallible human who
admitted his mistakes and made things right." 

-Cottage visitor






STEWARDSHIP

193 Floorboards replaced on the veranda
and south balcony

Specialists engaged for projects: a paint
and decorative finishes historian, slate
roofer, and brick mason

2,000+

Discovery of an old window that was
turned into a door during the
expansion of the Cottage in 1848

Hours of preservation work in 2022

3

1

With expertise, vigilance, investment, and care,
 we preserve this historic property for generations to come.

9 Gables with bargeboards that were
repainted this year

"This is a place of reflection, using the
past to better the future." 

-Cottage visitor



CREATING CONNECTION

Likeminded non-profits who held events at the Cottage10

Senators who attended the Female Senator's Dinner hosted
by  Senator Kirsten Gillibrand20

"A wonderful combination of history, gorgeous 
greenspace, and spacious tent space." 

- A special event client

1 Military promotion and reception held by a relative of
Abraham Lincoln

It is our privilege to host events that share Lincoln's beloved home 
with people who subscribe to his most admirable values. 

Couples who chose to make their own history at President
Lincoln's Cottage16

26 Miles run by one of our couples the day after they were
married at President Lincoln's Cottage

Voted 
"Best Outdoor Venue" 

for 2022



EXPENSES

Other Revenue



64.1%



18.2%



14.8%



2.8%



81.9%



11.4%



6.7%

FINANCIAL REPORT

Contributions & Grants Programs & 
Services

Fundraising

Programs & Events
Income

Admissions & 
Museum Store Sales

In-kind Donations

General &
Administrative

REVENUE

Fiscal year July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022



FOUNDATION, CORPORATE, 
AND GOVERNMENT DONORS

Thank you to our generous donors who supported the Cottage
between January 1, 2022 and December 31, 2022.




$10,000 - $49,999

Pulvermann Charitable Trust

$1,000 - $4,999

Up to $999

$50,000 - $99,999

$100,000+

DC Commission on the Arts and                                                                    
Humanities
Robert H. Smith Family Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999

HumanitiesDC
Lilly Endowment
Newburger-Schwartz Family Foundation
National Trust for Historic Preservation

The Gipson Family Foundation

EJF Real Estate Services
Everytown for Gun Safety
Google
GRF CPAs & Advisors
Harman Cain Foundation
Madison Marquette
National Trust Insurance Services, LLC
Old  Soldier's Home Foundation
The Hasenberg Hartsock Group 
The Malkin Fund

AlphaGraphics
AmazonSmile
Bunge North America Foundation
Charles and Margaret Levin Family 
Foundation
Dames of the Loyal Legion of the 
United States
Daughters of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War
DP Solutions
Facebook
Jason Martin Group
Military Order of the Loyal Legion of 
the United States
PayPal Giving Fund
Washington Accueil

Beam Suntory, Inc.
Blick Art Materials
City-State Brewing Co.
DC Fray
RSVP Catering
Sugarplum Tent Company










Gifts In-Kind









INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$10,000 - $24,999

$5,000 - $9,999

Thank you to our generous donors who supported us 
between January 1, 2022 and December 31, 2022.

$1,000 - $4,999$25,000 - $50,000

Polin Cohanne Estate 
Jean Baderschneider and Pat MacArevey
Susan Fant  
Michael and Susan Kahn
James Lynch and Anne Woodard
Debby and Dan McGinn 
Tefft and Nancy Smith

The Andrew & Julie Klingenstein Family Fund
Rick and Karen Murphy 
Richard Parker and Tara Sakraida Parker 
Brodie Remington and Sapienza Barone 
Kathleen and Larry Zimpleman

Brian and Lucy Conboy 
Thurgood Marshall, Jr. and Teddi Marshall 
Deborah Meshulam and Andrew Becker 

Ardath Cade 
Charles Cadwell and Mary Schapiro 
Daniel Carmichael 
Nora Cobo and Nigel Kirby 
Cynthia Dalton 
Guy and Beverly Elzey 
Cary Franklin 
Gary and Tooie Garber 
Marc and Kimberly Goldwein 
Callie Hawkins and Jason Hobbie 
Joseph and Lynne Horning 
Roscoe Jones 
Andrew Krueger 
Marian Lobred 
Raymond Locker 
Sophie Lynn and David Frederick
Michael Atwood Mason 
Richard and Julia Moe 
Sharon Mueller 
Sarah Tegen and William Cook 
Ghazwa Al-Younes Totonji 
and Irfan Totonji 
Matthew and Lisa Watkins 
George Wellman



Up to $999




Suzanne Abel 
Jane Acri 
Jacqui Ainlay-Conley 
Claudia Rodriguez Alas 
Stephen Alderman 
Johnny Allem 
Deborah Ambers 
Jacqueline Amthor 
Jeanne and Michael Anderegg 
Chuck Andreatta 
Susan Anger 
Kurt Annen 
Marcia Anselmo 
Sam Apikyan 
Susan and Alan Apter 
John and Carolyn Assini 
Maud Ayson 
Arlene Badger 
Cheryl Baker 
Judy and Mel Balk 
Andrea Barbery 
John Barnes 
Betty Barnett 
Thomas and Terri Barry 
Richard Bartlett 
Becky Ann Bartness 
Sandra Basanti 
Kent Bass 
Bob Bauer 
David Baxa 
Carol Baxter 
Bonnie Beavers 
Robert Benton 
Lawrence Berlin 
Marlene Berlin 
Lynn and Dan Berman 
Julio Bermudez 
Susan Bernhardt 
Judith Bill 
Jack Billig 
Peter and Catherine Bishop

Luis and Theresa Blandon 
Jonathan Block 
Amy Bloom 
James Bobbitt 
Elizabeth Boenig 
Dennis Boggs 
Steven Bollinger 
Cherie Bonazzola 
Mike Bonds 
Evelyn Booth 
Edward Borrego 
Brian and Elizabeth Boudrie 
Eileen Bradner 
Connie Branson 
David Brewster and Linda Ayres 
Karla and Larry Bright 
Lyndea and Tary Brown 
William and Patricia Brown 
Emma Brownstein 
Michelle Brydenthal 
Barbara Burnham 
Sandra and Paul Byrne 
Debra Cagan 
Daniel Caggiano 
Harley Cahen 
Margaret Camomile 
Mary Beth Campbell 
Josh Canary 
Tom Canick 
Keith Carlson 
Maria Carmona and Ari Fitzgerald 
Cindy Carnahan 
Danielle Carnival 
Paula Carson 
Martha Anne Cecil 
Jan Cervelli 
Rich Cheng 
Laurie Chenoweth 
Anthony and Joan Churchill 
Jake Cimbalista 
Paul and Molly Clark






Up to $999
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Bonita and Ed Condon 
Bob Connelly 
Jonathan Cook 
Benjamin Corbel 
Nora and Michael Corra 
Zoe Couacaud 
Jeanne and Thomas Cox 
Spencer and Sandra Crew 
Thomas and Beverly Crovo 
James and Bannia Darrow 
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Up to $999

Michelle Harburg 
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Mary Jo Lang and Murali Krishnan 
Halley Kropa 
Michelle Krowl 
Lara Kunkler 
Leighton Lang 
Travis Larson 
Frank Lawrence 
Virginia Layton 
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Chris Lillie 
Albert and Doris Lindquist 
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Up to $999

Michael and Hannah Mazer 
Kathleen McAndrews 
Brenda and Brian McCanon 
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Rob McGarrah 
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Robert and Carol Wooley 
Holly Worthington 
Richie and Jim Wright 
Kinney Zalesne 
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Leaves In Memoriam 

In Loving Memory of Given by

Inaaya Liora Pineau Nithya Nathan-Pineau
Stuart G. Tipton Ann Donnelly

Christopher Patrick Kissel Peter Kissel



Engraved leaves donated in 2022 to the willow tree in the center of our

exhibit, Reflections on Grief and Child Loss.

President Lincoln's Cottage is exceptionally proud to receive the American Association for State
and Local History 2022 Award of Excellence and History in Progress award for our special exhibit,

Reflections on Grief and Child Loss.



The History in Progress Award is special recognition for projects that are highly inspirational,
exhibit exceptional scholarship, or are exceedingly entrepreneurial. Fewer than 5% of Award of

Excellence winners are awarded the History in Progress Award. 



Reflections on Grief and Child Loss bridges the Lincolns’ experience of the death of their children
with modern families in grief. This exhibit would not be possible without the families who

graciously shared their stories and the loving memories of their children and the many donors
who helped make it a reality. For our partnership, we are eternally grateful.

Special Recognition for Reflections on Grief and Child Loss










  







“President Lincoln’s Cottage works to

preserve this place to connect people to

the true spirit of the Lincolns, build

empathy, and inspire them to act upon

their own ideas for social justice.” 




