
PRESIDENT 
LINCOLN’S 

COTTAGE
A N N U A L 
REPORT
2018



“When was the last time a museum left you with such 
introspection?” It’s a question that a recent visitor posed on social 
media, after just having an unforgettable experience at President 
Lincoln’s Cottage. We aim to provide that kind of transformative 
experience every day, to each and every visitor. It is a value reflected in one of 
our four tenets, which states, “We promote and engage in conscious reflection, 
which is necessary for effective action.” Together we can keep President Lincoln’s 
Cottage a Home for Brave Ideas past, present, and future. Thank you for your 
encouragement of and investment in our mission.

Our accomplishments in 2018 – our ten-year anniversary year – were notable 
and wide-ranging, including:

•	 Winning DC’s Best Museum Off the Mall, for the second year in a row
•	 Publication of Phase 1 of our groundbreaking, three-part neuroscientific 

study on the visitor experience
•	 Launching our all-new Lincoln’s Toughest Decisions multimedia program 

for students

We capped off the year by sharing original research and scholarship, courtesy of 
an African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund grant, on Mrs. Anna Harrison 
Chase, a formerly enslaved woman who had come to Washington, DC for freedom 
in her youth. In the 1930s, when she was in her 90s, she made a pilgrimage to 
the Cottage on foot, to sit within the walls of the place where she understood 
President Lincoln had developed the Emancipation Proclamation. The stories we 
choose to tell say much about our values, and hers is a remarkable and inspiring 
story of courage, hope, and resilience. Every visitor takes their own path to the 
Cottage, but what they have in common is that they were drawn here together, to 
this beacon of hope, this reminder of our national ideals.

The next ten years will undoubtedly hold many surprises, a fact of life we have 
always embraced alongside continuous change, as well as great promise. 
I’m pleased to announce that this year we’ll be launching our first two digital 
programs, a new podcast titled “Q&Abe” and a distance learning program called 
“The Open Fields Project.” We are planning a redesign of exhibit and gathering 
spaces to increase our high-impact, responsive programming. Finally, we are 
taking the crucial step of ensuring President Lincoln’s Cottage is here for future 
generations by establishing a fund to provide the resources to make that possible. 
We invite you to join us in this effort, tying your legacy to Lincoln’s.

Sincerely,

Erin Carlson Mast
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It is my honor to compose my first annual letter as Chairman of the Board of 
President Lincoln’s Cottage. I accepted this responsibility with the greatest 
respect and admiration for all that has been accomplished by the Board and the 
staff in the 10 years since the Cottage opened to the public. In that relatively 
brief span of time, the Cottage has truly become a “Home for Brave Ideas” 
that has educated thousands of students, inspired hundreds of thousands of 
visitors, and earned worldwide recognition for the inspiring place it has become 
and the programs it has initiated.

Amongst our many successes, the Cottage serves an ever more important role 
in the world as we look to Lincoln and his thoughts on liberty, equality, justice, 
political division, and freedom for inspiration in facing the challenges that 
confront us all. Heading into the future we are excited to have the opportunity to 
deepen our impact, expand our audiences, and serve as a place of pilgrimage for 
many seeking inspiration and reflection in difficult times — exactly the purpose it 
served for Abraham Lincoln more than 150 years ago.

I am deeply grateful to our dedicated supporters, from all walks of life, whose 
generosity supports our mission. I look forward to working alongside our staff, 
the members of our Board, and our growing community of supporters to ensure 
that Lincoln’s sanctuary is preserved for generations to come.

Sincerely, 

Richard G. Murphy, Jr.
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Best Outdoor Venue 
in North America by 

Unique Venues

EVENTS

happy couples 
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total site 
rentals 

corporate 
retreats

partner 
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Busiest month
for rentals

NEW spaces added
			   equaling

97 24 15
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25
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• Governor’s Mansion
• South Lawn for Tenting
• Stanley Chapel
• Rose Chapel

EDUCATION
1136 

students in Lincoln’s 
Toughest Decisions

Closest students 
came from: 

Creative 
Minds PCS

2783 
students had their
admission waived, 
for a total value of 

$21,898 in admission
scholarships

4826 students in 131 school groups

1928
Lincoln hats made

1121 
students in 

I See the President

Farthest away students 
came from:

Beijing, 
China

New Lincoln’s 
Toughest Decisions 
program launched 

Oct 26, 2018

 2019 people in 94 group tours

19
free buses
provided

2359
DC school 

students served

280
fables were

created

25,000	       square feet     	
  of space added to 
rental offerings



PRESERVATION
300

Design build a PVC frame for 
a 10’ tall Lincoln hat

Began restoration of West Balcony

Began design/build collaboration 
with Howard Revis for reimagining our 
Lincoln’s Toughest Decisions room

Cast Iron stairs

Replacement of 
PLC pathways

Bandstand

Vestibule

Stripping of exterior paint, prep 
and paint the Visitor Education 
Center sash and trim

Installation of PLC lighting
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pulled out of hands.
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National Trust for Historic 
Preservation Sites Fund 

DC Commission on the Arts 
and Humanities Facilities and 
Buildings Grant

4

2

4

DEVELOPMENT

52%
revenue increase

over 2017

32%
increase in Team 

Lincoln membership

1,200
total event attendees

200
tour attendees

Sold out 
attendence 

over 2 days

Bourbon & 
Bluegrass

1
new Board 

Designated Fund

100+
new donor 

prospects added



Alfred N. Watson Family Foundation
Beer Institute†
Benjamin Moore
Boland Family Charitable Fund
Buchman Law Firm LLP†
Burness
Danow, McMullan & Panoff, PC†
Donaflora Floral Design
Free Spirit Floral
Gartner
GEICO Philanthropic Foundation
Lawrence Mazey Trust†
Lowcountry Civil War Round Table
Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States
The Mittlemann Family Foundation
Petworth Citizen
Psych Providers of United Community and Family 
Services†
RFI Foundation, Inc.†
Rolls Royce Owners’ Club - Chesapeake Region†
Saval Foodservice†
Silver Family Foundation†
Warrenton Antiquarian Society
The Wholesale Beer & Wine Association of Ohio†

FOUNDATION,  CORPORATE 
AND GOVERNMENT DONORS

$50,000 +

$25,000 +

$10,000 +

$5,000 +

$1,000 +

UP TO $1,000

The Kiplinger Family
Pulvermann Charitable Trust

DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities
Lilly Endowment

Crowell & Moring LLP
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP
The Newburger-Schwartz Family Foundation

Corcoran Caterers
Gragg Cardona Partners
Peach Orchard Brigade
Richard Schwartz Family Foundation
Sugarplum Tent Company

Aimee Custis Photography
Bacchus Importers, LLC†
Bialek’s Music
Brown-Forman Corporation
Catering by Seasons
Chris Ferenzi Photography
Design Cuisine
Ford Foundation
Geppetto Catering

Main Event Catering
The Malkin Fund
Occasions Caterers
Robert and Arlene Kogod Family Foundation†
RSVP Catering
Running Away Enterprises
Southern Glazer’s Wine and Spirits of Maryland

$1,000 + continued

2018 F INANCIAL REPORT

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Contributions and grants

Admissions and museum store 
sales

Programs and events income

In-kind donations

Investment income

Other revenue

Net assets released from donor 
restrictions

UNRESTRICTED

$631,156

377,682

506,779

139,988

20,839

10,701 

159,120

1,846,265

TEMPORARILY
RESTRICTED

$46,277

- 

- 

-

-

-

(159,120)

(112,843)

TOTAL

$677,433

377,682

506,779

139,988

20,839

10,701 

-

1,733,422Total revenue

EXPENSES

Program services

General and administrative

Fundraising

Change in net assets

Net assets at beginning of year

1,301,093

94,617

248,754

1,644,464

201,801

1,547,003

$1,748,804

-- 

- 

-

--

(112,843)

305,398

$192,555

1,301,093

94,617

248,754

1,644,464

88,958

1,852,401

$1,941,359NET ASSESTS AT END OF YEAR

Total expenses

Contributions and Grants 39

Admission and Museum Store

Programs and Events Income 29

In-Kind Donations 8

Investment Income

Other Revenue

Program Services

General and Administrative

Fundraising

39%
22%

29%

8%
1%

1%

REVENUE EXPENSES

79%

15%

9%



INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$50,000 +

$25,000 +

$10,000 +

$5,000 +

$1,000 +

Ruff and Susan Fant

James Lynch and Anne Woodard
Michael and Susan Kahn

Pat MacArevey and Jean Baderschneider
Dan and Debby McGinn
Rick and Karen Murphy
David Bruce Smith
Larry and Kathleen Zimpleman

Andrew Becker and Deborah Meshulam
Joseph and Lynne Horning
Beth Newburger
Eric and Doreen Spiegel
Gary and Mary Ann Staples

Seth and Lynn Abraham
Merrick and Melissa Carey
Daniel Carmichael
David Frederick and Sophie Lynn
Marc and Kimberly Goldwein
Tim and Amanda Johnson
Michelle Krowl*†
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Diane and Gene Linfors
Thurgood Marshall, Jr. and Teddi 
Marshall
Andrew and Erin Carlson Mast
Brodie Remington and Sapienza Barone
Lloyd and Mel Trueblood*
Matthew and Lisa Watkins
Morris Wells and Pamela Hatfield-Wells
Simeon and Deborah Dantzler Williams
Laura Wolverton

Barbara Berlin†
Michele Berlove
Allan and Michele Berman
Julio Bermudez
Judith Bill
Edith Bingham
Miriam Bisbing
Peter and Catherine Bishop
Larry and Margaret Bishop*
Luis and Theresa Blandon
Arthur Blinick†
Deborah Blumenthal
Steven Bollinger
Evelyn Booth
Steven and Mara Bralove†
Judy Brazen†
Norman and Judith Brewer
Larry and Karla Bright
Keith and Genie Brown
Tary and Lyndea Brown
William and Patricia Brown
Bruce Brown 
Paul Buchel
Norman Buckman and Vera Lessoff

Moe and Ruth Burg†
Debra and David Burt
Sandra and Paul Byrne
Debra Cagan
Harley Cahen
Lisa Camera
Margaret Camomile

UP TO $1,000 +

Elizabeth and Michael Aaron
Jim Abbott
Sam Abott and Katie McInnis
Shai Akabas
Marc Albert†
Stephen Alderman
Bill and Carlyn Altman†
Ghazwa Alyounes-Totonji
Jacqueline Amthor
Jeanne and Michael Anderegg
Julia Anderson
Courtney Asher
James Asp and Perry Streidel
John and Carolyn Assini
Stephen and Pamela Bacher
Arlene Badger
Cheryl Baker
Paul and Gail Bakulski†
Christine Baldwin
Christopher Barr and Patricia Jayne
Melissa Barrett
Becky Ann Bartness
Bob Bauer
David Baxa

Nathan Beaver
Meredith Benedict
Paul Bennett
Robert Benton
Jonathan Berg
Sally and Sanders Berk†
Arnold Berlin†

Josh Canary
Anthony Cannizzaro
Trudy Capaldo
Nina Cardin Cardin
Burrus and Cindy Carnahan†
Mike Carney
Daniel Carol
Albert and Eileen Caron
Paula Carson
Thomas Cassidy, Jr. and Joy Oakes
Martin Castner
Michele Chadwick
Jim Chamberlain and Karen Dyson
Christopher and Dianne Chambers
Knight Champion†
Robb Chapman and Sarah Hosford
Pat Chernesky
Louise Chesler†
Anthony and Joan Churchill
Larry and Lisa Cines†
Ashleigh Cloninger*
Virginia Cobo
Melanie Coburn
Catherine Anne Cockrell
Ramona Cohen†
Donald Collins and Sarah Epstein
Glenn and Dixie Colson
Susan Conant
Paul Connolly†
William Cook and Sarah Tegen
Nancy Copple
Henry Russel Cort and Charlotte 
Streidel
Mary Costello
Thomas and Jeanne Cox
Troy Cribb
Lee and Diane Crockett†
Barbara Croissant
George Cross
Arlene Croucher
Diane Curling
Karen Daly
Sarah Daniels
James and Bannia Darrow
Bonnie Davids
Frederick Davidson†
James and Jennifer Davis
Lloyd Davis
John Davison†
Michael Day and Desiree Pipkins



Philip de Vellis and Lisa Lambert
Mindi Decker
Horace and Constance Deets
Pamela Del Nero
Kendrea DeLauter
Jon Delgado
Phyllis DeMark
Chris DeRose
Randall DeValk
Kathryn Didden†
Stephen Dixon
Debra Dodd
Donald and Renee Domogauer
Rosemary Donaldson
Ann Donnelly 
Philip and Leslie Downey
Don and Marjorie Spruill Doyle†
Frank Doyle and Bonnie Eisenberg
Karen Doyne
Patricia Duperron
Carol Dwin†
Jonathan Easley
Jessica Easton
Harold Eckert
Laura Edmonds*
Gary Eichelberger
Mary Ann Eiland*
Mary Elam†
Karen Elkins*
Harriet Epstein†
Yener and Brenda Erozan
Robert Eskin and Joan Shea
Adam Evans
Bryan Ewsichek
Tala Fakhouri
Tracy and Erika Farmer
Franklin Farrel, IV and Christine 
Farrel
Barbara Feldman†
Dionne Fine
Jules and Zelma Fink†
Ari Fitzgerald and Maria Carmona
Marilyn Fitzgerald
Suzan Flenniken
Charles Floyd
Norma Floyd-Sayle
Nancy Folger
E. Clark Forrest
Lynn Fox
Samuel and Elizabeth Anne Fox†

James Frank
Cary Franklin
Joel Franks
Stephanie Fraser
Barbara Freundlich†
Tom Fullerton

Mary Furi
Amy Gabriel and Dawn Gelle
Paul Gallmeier
Rhoda Ganz†
Mary Gately
Helen Gaul
Thomas and Laura Geigner
Scott Gendell
Mary Gibbons
Charles and Karen Goetz
Alison Gold
Margery Goldberg
John and Jean Goodloe
Cynthia and Robert Gottel
Brad Gray and Helen Darling
Sandra Greer†
Henry Griffin
Meredith Griggs
Bruce Guthrie
Thomas Haard and Joan Hoffman
James Hagan
Kenneth Hahn
Bro Halff
Gerald Hall

Brendan Hallisey
William and Ann Hanning
Christine Hansen
Mildred Hansen
Shawn and Anne Harmon
Curtis Harris and Cody Norton

Dennis Harris
Tim and Sandee Hathaway†
Carol Hawk
Cynthia Hazeltine
Sidney and Diane Hersh†
Jacqueline Hillman
Emil and Greta Hirsch†
Eric Hirschhorn and Leah Wortham
Richard Hirschoff and Lenore Gurin
Daniel Hixon, Jr. and Doris Hixon†
Martin and Susan Hoffman†
John Holt†
Harold and Edith Holzer
Linda Horton
Craig Howell
Linda Hubble
Kimberley Huerta
T. Alan and Vicki Hurwitz†
Virginia Huth
Daniel Hyman
Helene Imber
Vera Imburgia
Lynn Jacobsen
Julie Jacobson†

UP TO $1,000 + continued

Steve Kramer
Amy Kresge*
Andrew Krueger 
David Kuhla
Claire Kull
Leighton Lang
Jane Lang†
Frank Lawrence
Virginia Layton
Richard Lawrence and Laura Leach
Vincent Lee
Gail Lelyveld
Randall and Aphrodite Lennon†
Marc and Marian Lerner
Robert Levine
Steve Liao
Jodee Lichtenstein†
Jeanne Liddy
Chris Lillie
Marigold Linton
George and Esther Liss†
Jeffrey and Honey Litman†
Charles and Mary Little
Beatrice Luchin

Judith and Barry Lutzky
Betsy Luxenberg†
Kellen MacBeth
Paul Macdonald and Karen Drozdiak
Angelo Magafan†

Jacqueline Jaffe
Kristen and Bruce Jeide
Judy Jewett
Nicholas John and Emma Kinnucan
Stephanie Johnson
Clyde and Norma Jones
Jean Yavis Jones
Roy Jones
Cathryn Jordan
George and Demetra Kalivretenos†
Bert Kaufman and Zoe Friedland
J. Michael Keeling
John Keeling and Nina Schlossman
Stephen Keller
Valerie and Dale Kelley†
Christopher Kelly and Denise Neary
Maurine Kelly†
David Kennedy
Erna and Michael Kerst
Joan Killingsworth
Megan King
Nigel Kirby and Nora Cobo
Peter Kissel
Steve Klitzman and Justine Lisser

Robert and Ellen Knight
John and Tatjana Koed
Ross and Sara Kogon†
Patrick Kole
Kazuyo Kondo

Sharon Magnuson
Leslie Magraw
Laurel Pyke Malson
Theodore Mannarino
Kevin Marinacci
Teresa and Ken Martz
J. Marshall and Kaye Frances 
Neathery
Rodger Massey
Chris and Jen Massey*
Gregg and Vicki Mast
Michael Maurer
Amy May
Michael and Hannah Mazer
Darwin McAnelly
John McCann
Brian and Brenda McCanon
Francoise McCarthy
Erin McCleary
Thea McGinnis
Steven Muller and Jill McGovern
Michael and Janice McKelvey
James and Susan McKenna
Gale and Judy McKim
Mark McKitrick
Carmen McLean
John and Linda McNamara
Edna Greene Medford
Joseph and Lucia Menendez
Edward and Jean Mensh
Margaret Meola
William Messner
Mark and Jill Meyer
Pat Meyers
William Miller
Robert and Ruthanne Miller†
Dolores Milmoe
Suzanne Milton
Stephen and Laura Mitchell
Robert Mitchell†
Carol Mitten
Richard and Julia Moe
Constance Morella†
M. Howard Morse†
Kenneth Morton
Yiannis and Joan Moschovakis
Sharon Mueller
Erik Mueller
Mary Mullany
Erik and Heidi Murkoff†
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David Pickler
Richard Planto
Brian Plunkett
Richard and Carey Pokrass
Jennifer Polinger†
Benjamin and Margaret Poore
Joseph and Karen Porcello
Kristine Pumphrey
Joan Quinn
Louis Quinones
Patrick Raher
Sheri and Michael Rancourt†
John Rdzak
Elizabeth Redman
John Reiss
John and Johann Reynolds
Lynn Rhomberg
Douglas Riblet
Mark and Kym Rice
Margaret Riddall
Elizabeth Riddick
Eric Ries

Beth and Jim Roberts
Michael and Cheryl Roberts
Peter Rocco
Sarah Rodriguez
George Rogers and Patrick Watson
Nicole Romano
Lisa Romano
Alissa Romano 

Kevin Murray*
Tom and Barb Nanzig
Winkle Nemeth
William and Marsha Nickels
Cliff and Jane Norman
Alan and Carol Norris
Jack Olender†
Arlene Oman
Virginia Orlina
Chris Otten
Robert Otto and Elizabeth Cooper
Jane Pacelli
Cynthia Pank
Patricia Parker*
Patrice Pascual
Alfred and Molly Pasternak†
Michael Paszkiewicz†
Jay Patterson*
Ann Pauley 
Kimberly Paulsen
Franklin and Jackie Paulson†
Susan Paulukonis

Trista Peare
Jared Peatman
Judith Peck
Randall and Pamela Penn
Borah and Marcia Perlmutter†
Douglas and Eileen Perryman
James Peterson†
Bob and Mary Phillips

Rodney Ross†
Nancy Rubin†
Peter Russin
Thomas and Lynn Russo
Steve Salis†
James and Lisa Samia
Teresa Satterfield
Anne Scarano 
Eleanor Scarcella
Joseph Scarpa
Clifton Scher and Lauren Bailer
Kirsten Scheyer
Mark and Kathy Schoeffmann
Laurence Schor
Adam Schreck and Stacy Rosenberg
Thomas Schultz
Christine Scott†
Rahman Seraj†
Margaret Sewell
David and Linda Sexton
Victoria Paxton Shackett†
Stephen and Jane Shafritz†
Neil Shah and Anjana Ravi
Gerald Shea
Andrea Sheets†
Lyle Shelver
Tom Sherwood
Sherry and Don Shiesl
Rebecca Siegel
William Sikma
Jason and Susan Silverman
Richard Simo
Georg Simon
Alan and Ann Simpson
Mark Sims
William and Judith Singleton
Emil Skodon
Albert and Lillian Small
Hendrick and Susan Zox-Smith
Martha Smith
Marion Smith
Russell Smith
Sharon Smith-Cashman 
Aaron Sokolow†
Joanne Solberg
H. Jay and Kathryn Sommerkamp†
Duane Sonneborn
Sharon Spaulding
Robert and Kate Speckman
Nancy Staats
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Holly Worthington
Richie and Jim Wright
Lonell Wright
Elizabeth Wydra
Alan Zarrow
Thomas Zimpleman and Ann King
Sara Zuckerman

Mary Stacy
Ronald and Linda Staley
Phyllis and Sydney Stearman†
Harry Stein and Elizabeth Copeland
Mark Stein
Susan Steinberg†
Barry and Harriette Steine†
Peter Steingraber
George Stephano and Edith Roth
Stanford and Elaine Steppa†
Joshua Stierwalt
Monty Stirman
Samuel and Sally Stokes
Violeta and Brian Streidel†
Michael and Virginia Kay Stroope*
Suresh and Phoola Sus
Richard Swanson
Wilson and Ann Sweitzer
Ronald Symens
Katherine Tam
Janet Beck Taylor
Jonathan Taylor
Norzetta and Neina Thiessen
Harry Thompson
Steuart and Linda Thomsen
Bill Thorne and Bo Bryant
Ed Timms
Alex Trouteaud
Grant Veeder
Stephen Vogel
Marc von Keitz 
Norman Wagner
Kristi Walseth
George and Ellen Watson†
Allison Weber 
Jennie Weidinger
Anton Weiss†
George Wellman
Judith Wentworth
Jack and Sue Whitelaw
Christopher Whorton
William Wilhelm and Alexandria Moe
Alexander Wilkins
Michael Williams and Allegra Penny
Ellen Wilson
Burriss and Donna Wilson†
Ilene Winikur
Allan Wiser†
Ellen Witt†
Daniel Wolkoff

UP TO $1,000 

* In memory of Coley Hobbie

† In memory of Paul Pascal



MISSION

REVEAL THE TRUE LINCOLN AND CONTINUE THE 
FIGHT FOR FREEDOM

VISION

PLANT THE SEEDS OF LINCOLN’S BRAVE IDEAS 
AROUND THE WORLD SO THAT ALL PEOPLE, 

EVERYWHERE, CAN BE FREE


