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C H A I R M A N

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E

I have been engaged with President Lincoln’s Cottage since before it was named 
a National Monument, underwent an eight-year capital restoration project, and 
opened to the public in 2008. I have been proud to see the organization grow and 
claim its unique place in the world, as a “Museum of Ideas” that reveals the true 
Lincoln and continues his fight for freedom in many ways. Board Members and I 
are extremely proud to be a part of this ongoing work, which is carried out every 
day by the outstanding leadership and staff of the Cottage. 

In 2017, the Board worked closely with the staff to adopt a Strategic Plan that 
builds on the Cottage’s great work to date and charts the course ahead. The 
Strategic Plan focuses our efforts on growing our most effective work, with an 
eye toward harnessing the power of President Lincoln’s beloved sanctuary as a 
force for good in the world. The Board is committed to ensuring that the 
Cottage’s team can build on the accomplishments of the first decade and can 
continue to inspire real change in the world for years to come. I encourage all to 
read the plan, which is on the Cottage’s website, and to contribute to its 
fulfillment.   

The accolades and recognition received by the Cottage make clear that the impact 
of President Lincoln’s Cottage is felt not only in the museum or nonprofit sectors 
but also in the world at large.  

and having the inspiring and thought-provoking experience that changes with 
every tour. I hope to see each of you at President Lincoln’s Cottage in the year 
ahead. 

Sincerely, 

Lester G. “Ruff” Fant, III 
Chairman, Board of Directors 
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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  C E O

When we first opened in 2008, we quickly established a reputation for pushing 
boundaries in scholarship and programming. Yet few could have predicted what we 
would become within a decade: an independent 501(c)3 organization, winner of a 
Presidential Medal, and collaborators on a cutting-edge neuroscientific study. In 
2017 alone, we were honored to receive: 

• Best Museum Off the Mall 
• 50 Great Places to Work in Washington, D.C. 
• EXCEL Award for chief executive leadership, Center for Nonprofit Advancement 

Our efforts received diverse media coverage ranging from CNN to PBS to Teen 
Vogue. And, this past year we completed the first phase of a groundbreaking study 
designed to understand the transformative effect the Cottage experience has on 
visitors’ hearts and minds. We’ve begun sharing the results publicly, and the 
response has been overwhelming. The foresight and vision of our Board, staff, and 
supporters have allowed us to continually achieve big goals and exceed 
expectations. We thank you for your support. 
  
Personally, it’s been a thrill to be part of the evolution of the Cottage over time. 
What I’ve witnessed is that some things never change — the history of what 
Lincoln experienced here resonates with people on a very personal level. Whether 
it’s the loss of a child, the expectations of leadership during times of crisis, deep 
divisions in country and family, or even something as simple as the act of a daily 
commute, visitors find something in Lincoln’s experiences here that are human and 
relatable. 

And yet, I’m most proud of the fact that, in spite of what stays the same, the 
Cottage itself keeps changing — continuously, responsively, to best serve the 
public. We look forward to serving as a beacon of hope in many forms, for years 
to come. 

Sincerely, 

Erin Mast 
CEO & Executive Director 
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E M P O W E R I N G  T H R O U G H  P E R S O N A L  

G R O W T H  A N D  S E L F - R E F L E C T I O N

Living at the Cottage gave Abraham Lincoln the opportunity to challenge his own perspectives. He 
encountered many people along his daily commute, including wounded soldiers and formerly 
enslaved men, women, and children living in refugee camps in the city. These interactions 
undoubtedly informed the President’s thinking about the war, slavery, and democracy. In 2017, 
we welcomed over 30,000 visitors to the Cottage for our programs including the award-winning 
tour, school programs, private events, exhibits, Cottage Conversations, and the Lincoln Ideas 
Forum. We launched a new visitor orientation experience, began expansion of our award-winning 
Debating Emancipation program, and restored several historic windows and doors in the Cottage 
and the Visitor Education Center, discovering some new artifacts in the process. 

In 2017, we also concluded the first phase of a groundbreaking study that seeks to prove the 
anecdotal “Lincoln shiver” our guests have reported feeling since our grand opening a decade 
ago. With scholarship suggesting Lincoln was transformed by his time living at the Cottage and 
the importance of the place in the evolution of his thinking, we began testing whether the 
immersive Cottage tour successfully creates a similarly transformative experience for visitors 
today. The first phase of this study was a Visitor Impact Survey of nearly 1,000 individuals, 
concluding in November 2017.  The findings illustrate that the structure itself and the nature of the 
tour are critical in creating what respondents described as “an emotional experience.” This first 
phase is only the beginning. Collecting, leveraging, and sharing scientific data as part of the 
proposed second phase will enable President Lincoln’s Cottage and other organizations across a 
wide range of disciplines and purposes to improve the use of space, story, and interaction in 
leading guided experiences, develop new metrics, and evolve activities to better meet our 
mission-driven goals.  
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A visitor connects with the Cottage on a tour 
(Chris Ferenzi Photography)



E M P O W E R I N G  T H R O U G H  I N N O V A T I O N  

A N D  K N O W L E D G E

Each year, President Lincoln’s Cottage hosts students of all ages to learn from the experience of 
Abraham Lincoln and the many other people for whom the Cottage provided inspiration and opportunity 
to focus. President Lincoln’s Cottage offers all school programs free of charge to DC public schools and 
Title I schools in Maryland and Virginia, and offers scholarships for transportation to the site to local 
schools, as a result of sustained private support. In school year 2016-17, we welcomed over 5,200 
youth who engaged with Lincoln’s brave ideas and planted the seeds of their own. 

Our award-winning school programs use the physical space of the Cottage to spark conversations 
around democracy, freedom, competition, ethical leadership, power, and creativity. School programs — 
centered around the Cottage tour — build knowledge and life skills, including debate, composition, and 
more. We don’t shy away from talking about difficult subjects with learners of all ages. This past year, 
we shared 30 publications with the public, including seven calls to action based on the knowledge we 
gained and imparted. This work is essential to ensuring future generations have a firm grasp on the 
realities of the past, context of the present, and hope for the future. 
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Museum Program Associate Curtis Harris leads students during a 
Lincoln's Hat Education Program (Bruce Guthrie Photography)



E M P O W E R I N G   T O  A C T I O N
While living at the Cottage, Abraham Lincoln developed and signed pivotal documents. Most notable 
among these is the Emancipation Proclamation, an important milestone on the road to abolition of 
slavery nationwide. Living here gave Lincoln the time, space, and perspective to nurture these nation- 
changing decisions. We are committed to using the Cottage to empower people to positive action 
today. In 2017 we hosted 21 children, ages 4-14, from 13 countries for a Youth Naturalization 
Ceremony in partnership with the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services — our sixth 
such ceremony, and our fifth focused on youth. The ability to offer this authentic space — where 
President Lincoln contemplated issues of justice, freedom, and democracy during a time of deep 
political division — for these young people to take the Oath of Citizenship is a critical and core part of 
why President Lincoln’s Cottage exists. 

In 2017, our Presidential Award-winning Students Opposing Slavery program held its fifth annual 
international summit.  Since its founding, SOS has brought over 130 students from over 20 countries 
across the world to the cradle of the Emancipation Proclamation, cultivating and training these youth 
abolitionists to be leaders in the fight against modern slavery. These students gain access to experts, 
practitioners, and each other as they build their own network and campaigns to end slavery in the 
world today. The program, which was recognized in 2016 with the Presidential Award for 
Extraordinary Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons, received wide-ranging media coverage in 
2017, with CNN’s Freedom Project, the Grateful American Foundation, and Teen Vogue highlighting 
its work. 
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Participants from Indonesia and the Philippines present their human trafficking 
awareness campaign at the Students Opposing Slavery International Summit in June 



F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES & CHANGE IN NET ASSETS FROM JULY 1, 2016 TO JUNE 30, 2017

CONTRIBUTIONS AND GRANTS

NET ASSETS RELEASED FROM 

DONOR RESTRICTIONS

ADMISSION AND MUSEUM STORE

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS INCOME

IN-KIND DONATIONS

OTHER REVENUE

REVENUE EXPENSES

PROGRAM SERVICES

GENERAL AND ADMIN

FUNDRAISING

22.58%

23.61%

19.3%

24.72%

9.37%
.42%

78.1%

16%

5.9%
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$100,000 +
COMPASS 
ROBERT H. SMITH FAMILY FOUNDATION 

HORIZON ACTUARIAL SERVICES 
RICHARD SCHWARTZ FAMILY FOUNDATION 
WHOLE FOODS MARKET

DC COMMISSION ON THE ARTS AND HUMANITIES 
EVERSHEDS SUTHERLAND (US) LLP 
PULVERMANN CHARITABLE TRUST 

KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP

NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
THE NEWBURGER- SCHWARTZ FAMILY FOUNDATION

BROWN-FORMAN CORPORATION 
CAPITOL SERVICES, INC 
CORCORAN CATERERS 
THE FREDERICK FUND 
THE GOLDMAN SACHS GROUP, INC 
THE MALKIN FUND 
SUGARPLUM TENT COMPANY

AIMEE CUSTIS PHOTOGRAPHY 
ALFRED N. WATSON FAMILY FOUNDATION 
BIALEK'S MUSIC 
BOEING 
CATERING BY SEASONS 
CORCORAN CATERERS 
DESIGN CUISINE 
GEICO PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATION 
LIGHTHOUSE YOGA CENTER 
MAIN EVENT CATERERS 
MILITARY ORDER OF THE LOYAL LEGION OF THE UNITED STATES 
OCCASIONS CATERERS 
PETWORTH CITIZEN 
RIGHT PROPER BREWING COMPANY 
ROCKLANDS BARBECUE AND GRILLING 
RSVP CATERING 
STEEL PLATE 

F O U N D A T I O N  

C O R P O R A T E  &  

G O V E R N M E N T  D O N O R S

$50,000 +

$25,000 +

$10,000 +

$5,000 +

$1,000 +

UP TO $1,000

Guests lounge on the south lawn for 
Bourbon & Bluegrass (Bruce Guthrie Photography)



RUFF AND SUSAN FANT  
                           

JEAN BADERSCHNEIDER AND PAT MACAREVEY 
MICHAEL AND SUSAN KAHN  
JAMES LYNCH 
TEFFT AND NANCY SMITH

DANIEL CARMICHAEL 
ERIC AND DOREEN SPIEGEL         

MERRICK AND MELISSA CAREY 
JOSEPH AND LYNNE HORNING 
THURGOOD MARSHALL, JR. AND TEDDI MARSHALL 
DAN AND DEBBY MCGINN 
RICK AND KAREN MURPHY 
GEORGE WELLMAN 

SETH AND LYNN ABRAHAM 
SAPIENZA BARONE AND BRODIE REMINGTON 
ERIN CARLSON MAST AND ANDREW MAST 
DANIEL CLARK 
NANCY COPPLE 
CARY FRANKLIN 
MARC AND KIMBERLY GOLDWEIN 
PAMELA HATFIELD-WELLS 
CALLIE HAWKINS AND JASON HOBBIE 
CANDICE SHY HOOPER 
BRIAN AND MICHELE HORST 
SHERRIE MCCONAUGHEY 
DEBORAH MESHULAM AND ANDREW BECKER 
DAVID MODESETT 
PAUL AND BRENDA PASCAL 
PASCAL FAMILIES 
CAREY E. POKRASS 
JON SCHNUR 
ALBERT AND LILLIAN SMALL 
RONALD AND LINDA STALEY 
FLORENCE STANLEY 
BILL THORNE AND BO BRYANT 
MATTHEW AND LISA WATKINS 
LAURA WOLVERTON 
KATHLEEN AND LARRY ZIMPLEMAN 

I N D I V I D U A L  D O N O R S

$50,000 +

$25,000 +

$10,000 +

$5,000 +

$1,000 +

UP TO $1,000 

Jim Abbott 
Martin Adams 
Virginia Albrecht 
Jaime Albright 
Mike Alderfer 
Stephen Alderman 
Shelly Alley 
Deborah Ambers 
Jacqueline Amthor 
Niles Anderegg 
Judith Anderson 
Lauren and Michael Andrews 
Carol Angelo 
Richard and Charlene Angelo 
Bill Stanton and Cathy Ansheles 
Michelle Antenesse 
Susan and Alan Apter 
Felipe Aquino 
Allen Ayres 
Kathy Baczko 
Betty Barnett 
Beatriz Barraza 
Thomas and Terri Barry 
Becky Ann Bartness 

Bob Bauer 
David Baxa 
Janet Beck Taylor 
Mary Bednar 
Robert Benton 
Lawrence Berlin 
Michele and Allan Berman 
Colin Bill 
Judith Bill 
Miriam Bisbing 
Peter and Catherine Bishop 
Kristine Blackwood and Alan
Rosenbloom 
Luis and Theresa Blandon 
Robert and Sharan Blohm 
William Bloom, Jr. and Janean
Clare 
Emanuel Boasberg 
Cherie Bonazzola 
Evelyn Booth 
Jennifer Boozer 
Eileen Bradner 
Connie Branson 
Karla and Larry Bright 
Keith and Genie Brown 
Bruce Brown 
James Brown 
Lyndea and Tary Brown 
Miranda Brown 
William and Patricia Brown 
Philip Burge and Laura Snow 
Debra and David Burt 
Sandra and Paul Byrne 
Debra Cagan 
Margaret Camomile 

Pete Carmichael 
Maria Carmona 
Burrus and Cindy Carnahan 
Albert and Eileen Caron 
Sue Carruthers 
Paula Carson 
Ruth Carter 
Thomas Cassidy, Jr., and Joy Oakes 
Jim Chamberlain and Karen Dyson 
Kumar Chandran 
Martha Child 
Melanie and Jim Choukas-Bradley 
Vickie and Vern Christensen 
Chris Chupkowski 
Anthony and Joan Churchill 
Nadine Clark 
Nora Cobo and Nigel Kirby 
Pam Cogas 
Daniel Cohen 
Fletch Coke 
Jennifer Coleman 
Glenn and Dixie Colson 
Jim Conant 
Susan Conti 
Shelley Cooper 
Kelly Cornell 
Thomas and Sallie Coughlin 
Scotty Crabtree 
Spencer Crew 
Michael Crittenden 
George Cross 
Thomas and Beverly Crovo 
Louise Culp 
Caroline and James Cummings 
Clinton and Adrienne Curtis 
Elisabeth Dallas 
Cynthia Dalton 
Joan Danzansky 
Sherwin Daryani 
James and Jennifer Davis 
Lloyd Davis 
John Davison 
Jenna Dawkins 
John de Carvalho 
Marlene Decker 
L. Alicia Delahunty 
Jon Delgado 
Phyllis DeMark 
Randall DeValk 
Bill Dietz 
Renee and Donald Domogauer 
Mary Donnelly 
Vlad Dorjets 
Cameron Douglass 
Leslie Downey 
Don Doyle and Marjorie Spruill Doyle 
Karen Drozdiak and Paul Macdonald 
James Druckenbrod 
Patricia Duperron 
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Mary Durkin 
Tracy Duvernoy 
Victoria Taylor Earls and Michael Earls 
Jonathan Easley 
Jessica Easton 
Rae Eighmey 
Bonnie Eisenberg and Frank Doyle 
Roy and Betsy Eisenhardt 
Christopher Eiswerth 
Pamela Eiten 
Karen Elkins 
Jason Elliott and David Wallen 
Elizabeth Ellis 
Sarah Epstein and Donald Collins 
Brenda and Yener Erozan 
Dale Erquiaga 
Robert Eskin 
Rebecca Evans 
Christine Farrel and Franklin Farrel, IV 
Charles Felder 
Judith Feldt 
Marvin Felt 
Margo Femiano 
Andrea Finuccio 
Marilyn Fitzgerald 
Mary Fitzpatrick 
Nan Fletcher 
Nancy Folger 
Joanne Fuhrman 
Mary Furi 
June and Robert Gallagher 
Wayne Garrett 
Helen Gaul 
Janet Gauss 
Eleanor Gease 
Laura and Thomas Geigner 
Patrick Gendreau 
Charles Gentry and LaVaughn Jones 
Lauretta Gibson and Herman Gibson, Jr 
Larry and Sandra Giger 
Charles and Karen Goetz 
John and Jean Goodloe 

Brad Johnson 
Clark Johnson 
Jean Yavis Jones 
Clyde and Norma Jones 
Cathryn Jordan 
Desiree Jordy 
Allan and Helene Kahan 
Beth Kanter 
Lynn Karcich 
Emily Karel 
Barbara Kauffman 
Sheila Keefe 
Frederic and Molly Kellogg 
Christopher Kelly 
Mary Kelly 
Joan Kerrigan 
Erna Kerst 
Peter Kissel 
Steve Klitzman and Justine Lisser 
Jeremy Klitzman 
Tony Klockow 
Robert and Ellen Knight 
Alison and Mark Kohan 
Carla Kohler 
Steve Kramer 
Andrew Krueger 
Lori Krueger 
Aldo Prosperi and Laura Kunkel 
Lisa Lambert 
Dan Lauterbur 
Frank Lawrence 
Cathy Laws 
Virginia Layton 
Laura Leach and Richard Lawrence 
Jack and Virginia Lee 
Gail Lelyveld 
David Lemen 
David Leonard 
Donovan Lessard 
Greg Lewis 
Calvin Lilly 
Kenneth Lin 
Donald and Mary Lindberg 
John Lingerfelt 
Tim Logan 
Michael Logsdon 
Donna Lucas 
Erik Lundgren 
Judith and Barry Lutzky 

UP TO $1,000  

CONTINUED

G. William Goodwin 
Lawrence Gordon 
Robert Gormley 
Theodore Gotsch 
Julie Grady Heard 
Edna Greene Medford 
Barbara Greenfeld 
Robert Griffith 
Jay Guerber 
James Guidera and Edward Parran 
Bruce Guthrie 
Owen Haaga 
Courtney Hagner 
Bro Halff 
Gerald Hall 
Nan Hallock 
Jill Hamlin 
Brian Hanley 
William and Ann Hanning 
Christine Hansen 
James Harold 
Curtis Harris and Cody Norton 
Dennis Harris 
George Harris 
Patricia Harris-Harrison and  
James Harrison 
Rachel and James Hawkins 
Claire Hayward 
Cynthia Hazeltine 
Mark Heath 
Jared Henderson 
Nathaniel Hodges 
Janet Hoffman 
Mary Holbeck 
Maria Holleran-Rivera 
Judith Holm 
Harold and Edith Holzer 
Dana Horowitz and Abram Kluger 
Linda Horton 
Craig Howell 
Linda Hubble 
Kimberley Huerta 
Mark Hurtt 
Theresa Ibla 
Karen Irwin 
Betsy Jacks-Scott 
Sydney Jacobs 
Patricia Jayne and Christopher Barr 
Judy Jewett 

Edgar and Dana Lyman 
Genevieve Lyons 
Kellen MacBeth 
Sharon Magnuson 
Peg Malloy 
Maureen Malone 
Theodore Mannarino 
Michelle Martz 
Teresa and Ken Martz 
Rodger Massey 
Gregg and Vicki Mast 
Carol Mattox 
Claudette Mayer 
Virginia Mayodrane 
Michael and Hannah Mazer 
Mia McCall 
Brenda and Brian McCanon 
Erin McCleary 
Kathleen and Doug McElhaney 
Robert McGarrah 
Thea McGinnis 
Jill McGovern and Steven Muller 
James and Susan McKenna 
Mark McKitrick 
Melinda McLawhorn 
Edward and Jean Mensh 
Lynn and Hugh Merkle 
William Messner 
Pat Meyers 
Nancy Miller and Walter Romanek 
William Miller 
Franklin and Alice Miller 
Alice Mobaidin 
Sarah Molseed 
Richard Morin 
Robert Mostow 
Sharon Mueller 
Theresa Mueller 
Blakely Mulder 
Timothy Mulvey and Sarah Courtney 
Sherry Munyon 
Dee Murray 
Bradley Myles 
J. Marshall and Kaye Frances Neathery 
Winkle Nemeth 
Jill Neuville 
George Niblock 
Marsha and William Nickels 
Alan and Carol Norris 

Visitors participate in the new Visitor Orientation Experience (Chris Ferenzi Photography)

T
H
A
N
K

 
Y
O
U

 



Michael Shell 
Ravindrana Shenoy 
Tom Sherwood 
Sherry and Don Shiesl 
Patrick and Katy Sickles 
Rebecca Siegel 
Stan Sienkiewicz 
William Sikma 
Jason Silverman 
Richard Simo 
Richard Simon 
Alan and Ann Simpson 
Mark Sims 
Bob Sinclair 
William and Judith Singleton 
Donna Skibbe 
Emil Skodon 
Beverly Sloan 
Nina Smith 
Gene Smith 
Martha Smith 
Russell Smith 
Sharon Smith-Cashman 
Lynn Sopher 
Kellie Spain 
Robert and Kate Speckman 
Mary Stacy 
Darwin Stapleton 
Peter Steingraber 
Louis Stender 
David Stewart 
Samuel and Sally Stokes 
Deborah Storck 
Susan Stuckert 
Jason Stuebe 
Suresh and Phoola Sus 
Richard Swanson 
Wilson and Ann Sweitzer 
David Tatelbaum 
Bryant Templeton 
Neina Thiessen 
Norzetta Thiessen 

Rigo Nunez 
John and Leslie Oberdorfer 
John O'Brien 
Kathryn and James Ogborn 
Dorene Ohara 
Arlene Oman 
Marcy Oppenheimer 
Virginia Orlina 
Diane Pabich 
Jane Pacelli 
Cynthia Pank 
Shaw Parry Giles 
Marian and Carl Patey 
Susan Paulukonis 
James Peak 
Deirdre Pender 
Marni Penrod 
Christopher Perdue 
Mary Perez 
Kenneth and Margaret Perkins 
Paul and Nancy Perunko 
Shari Petersime 
Bob and Mary Phillips 
Jenny Phillips 
David Pickler 
Diana Pietrowiak 
Richard Planto 
Doris Pliskin 
Brian Plunkett 
Mary Ann Poff 
Adele Pollis 
Margaret and Benjamin Poore 
Mary and Frank Presta 
Laurel Pyke Malson 

UP TO $1,000  

CONTINUED

Donations made between 

January 1 and December 31, 2017

Ghaziuddin Qadri 
Joan Quinn 
Kyle Rahn 
Alan Randall 
Natalie Raney 
Brenda Reale 
Rebecca Reindel 
John and Johann Reynolds 
Lynn Rhomberg 
Douglas Riblet 
Brenda and Jim Richmond 
Julian and Susanne Ridlen 
Eric Ries 
Beth and Jim Roberts 
Gene and Vicki Robinson 
Sarah Rodriguez 
Bruce Rogers 
George Rogers and Patrick Watson 
William Rogers 
Franklin Rogers 
William Rope 
Judah Rose 
Rosno Family 
Rodney Ross 
Peter Russin 
Lisa and James Samia 
Darryl Sannes 
Seth Schaefer 
Clifton Scher and Lauren Bailer 
Laura Schiavo 
A. Schmidt 
Drew and Heather Schneider 
Laurence Schor 
Mark Schrader 
Sarah Schubert 
Thomas Schultz 
Katherine Scoggin-Sobonya and Richard
Sobonya 
Brittany Segneri 
Margaret Sewell 
Linda and David Sexton 
Dianne Shaughnessy 

John Thomas 
Harry Thompson 
Linda and Steuart Thomsen 
Mary Tobin 
David and Lauren Todd 
Lisa Tran 
Jeannine Turenne 
Frido Van Kesteren 
Julie Vance 
Emmanuel Vaughn 
Susan Verhoeven 
Peeranut Visetsu 
Brent Walker 
Kristi Walseth 
Allison Weber 
Barbara Weidus 
Willa Weller Kaal 
Susan Wenzel 
Ann Marie Wesneski 
Mary Jane Wilkie 
Glenn and Peggy Willumson 
Douglas Wilson 
Chris Wilson 
Katharine Winston 
Stanley Wolf 
Tina Wood 
James and William Wood 
Robert Wooley 
Kathryn Wooten and Sam Rosen-Amy 
Holly Worthington 
Ethan Zaporowski 
Alan Zarrow 
Dawit Zegeye 
Karen Zent 
Elena Ziebarth 
Katherine Zogas 

Young people take the Oath of Citizenship at the Youth Naturalization Ceremony
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On the cover: Museum Program Associate 
Ashlee Anderson  sits on the floor of the 
Drawing Room

Celebrating 10 years
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